THE DECANTER INTERVIEW: EBEN SADIE

'TO some he iS a Swartland, ‘but I'm not volaale. 1 take decisions over a period

of years, not days or months.’

The 36-vear-old Sadie has packed a lot of experience into

mUddIe-headed his professional life. For the past 14 years he has done two
vintages a year, one in South Africa and one in Europe

|dea “St; to Others he iS odyssey that has taken him to Germany, Austria, Oregon, Fr.

California and, for the | ain, where he has

one of the greatest his own vineyard, Terroir Al Limit, in Priorat. His tasting room

is lined with empty bottles of great European wines, testament

It's an

1t years, to Sy

. . to his desire to understand and compere with the be
winemakers in the i oF ]
In just

southern hemisphere’ Hisb

WIner

spend

1y spare money on wine,” he admits.

over a decade, Sadie has become a C

be SUperstar.

the job at Charles Back's Spice Route
in 1998 ‘1 wa

break was landin,

ited someone
wembers Back.
t

n the then-isolated Swartla

who could live the product and live on the ¢
‘Eben was the oustanding candidate. Within a wi
-at th

2 I Was

. He's a nation

obvious he was destined for

The first two vintages of Sadie’s top red. Columella, were
made at Spice Route under the Sadie Family Wines name, but
by 2001 he was re

¢ to set up on his
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Born: 1972, Kwazulu-Nz s Sadic,

‘Charles liked the wine,” la

Educated: National Higher Diploma ‘but he didn’t like the profit and loss
in Viticulture & Oenology, Elsenburg account.” Eve
Agricultural College, Stellenbosch established as one of South Africa’s
Status: Married to Maria; three children outstanding reds, the figures don't look

today, with Columella

Career: Worked at Romansrivier all that flash. It retails in the UK for
Winery in Wolseley, then at Spice around £35 a bottle, but ‘costs me R240
Route from 1998 to 2001. Started Sadie (£16) a botle to make, says Sadie.
Family Wines in 1989, Terroir Al Limit in ‘People criticise my prices, but hardly
2001 and Sequillo Cellars in 2003 e bothers to come here to see why
Dream vineyard: Vosne-Romanée in they are expensive.”

Burgundy or Mt Etna in Sicily The Swartland is not the backwater it

They say: ‘Eben is South Africa’s once was, but it is still regarded by many
producers as a marginal area better suited

original maverick. His wines taste as
if made by an artisan, not a chemist.’
Mar¢ Kent, Boekenhoutskloof

to wheat than grapes, Sadie, naturally,
disagrees. Unprompted, he snatches my
notebook from my hand and sketches
almesbury:
y on the Glenrosa Ridge, slate in Ricbeek, gravel and

the different terroirs around |

volcanic soils close to Darling and granite on the Paardeberg,

“That's five different soil types within a short drive of my

‘ ben Sadie belongs to another era. In an age of  winery,” he says. '] source grapes from 43ha (hectares) covering
Instant  mass  communication, of s and 48 separate parcels. Terroir doesn't work in big blocks, despite
itterers and information overload, South Africa’s  what they say in Bordeaux; it's a parcel-by-parcel thing here,
« 3 ed  justas it is in Burgundy. | don’t buy grapes from two vineyards
about the outside world. He doesn't have a radio or a television  that are the same.”

and never reads newspapers, preferring to rely on people ‘who Terroir is central to Sadic’s winemaking philosophy. “Terroir

have already processed the information”. ‘1 just work,” he says.  is made up of history, tradivon and tme as well as other

’ w» “That's the only way | will make my dreams come true.” elements, and these three things aren’talways welcome in today’s
And what dreams they are. Sadie wants to craft some of the  world,” he says. For someone who is often heralded as a great

= best wines on the planet, not just in South Africa. To some, he  winemaker, Sadic 1s much more interested in his vineyards than

: 15 a muddle-headed idealist, a man who ‘believes his own  in what goes on in the cellar. Modern winemaking, he tells me,

£ bullshit’, as one competitor puts it; to others, he is one of the s like instant coffee: safe and secure, but lacking in flavour and

eatest and most original winemakers in the southern  excitement. Reeal wine, on the other hand, is like real coffee:
The Western Cape’s enfant terrible tells TIM ATKIN MW of his
frustration with protocol and whv he’ll never follow the crowd

lism.

hemisphere, a passionate maverick with the courage to take  complicated to make well and threatened by commercia
risks and dety convention. He can be outspoken, even brusque, How does Sadie define terroir? °1 look at the wine and the

but you could never accuse him of lacking conviction, ‘1 am  landscape. 1 ask myself: does the wine taste like the countryside?”

very extreme,” he tells me, standing in a vineyard in his beloved  Task him what he sees when he looks down from the top of the >
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